
 

AGRICULTURE 

NYS Grown & Certified Agriculture Producer’s Grant 

Are you interested in branding your agricultural product under the NYS Grown and Certified Program? 
The Development Authority of the North Country received $500,000 in 2017 from the New York State 
Department of Agriculture and Markets to implement the NYS Grown & Certified Agriculture Program. 
This program was established to assist NYS agricultural producers in meeting food safety standards nec-
essary for participation in the NYS Grown & Certified Program. Up to $50,000 is available to help farm-
ers become certified. Technical assistance is available from Cornell Cooperative Extension and Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 

The funding is available for eligible participants located in Jefferson, Lewis, St. Lawrence, Clinton, Es-
sex, Franklin and Hamilton counties. For more information call Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. 
Lawrence County at 315-379-9192 or go to www.danc.org and search ‘Ag Producer Grant’ for a grant 
description and application. 
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CAFO Grant 

The St. Lawrence County Soil and Water Conservation District (SLC SWCD) assisted a farm with the 
implementation of a waste storage facility, through the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets’ 
CAFO Waste Storage and Transfer System Program.  Program funds were made available for the im-
plementation of Waste Storage and Transfer Systems and associated practices on facilities regulated by 
one of the New York State 
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation SPDES 
CAFO General Permits, that 
do not currently have a mini-
mum storage capacity of six 
months for all their livestock 
covered by their CAFO Gen-
eral Permit. 

Cost-share assistance was 
provided to the farm through 
the SLC SWCD, for the im-
plementation of water quality 
protection projects that will 
establish manure storage 
capacity and/or reduce/
prevent the nonpoint source 
contribution from agricultur-
al activities. 
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                     Cover Crops 

In 2018, we were able to secure funding to implement 382 acres 
of cover crops in fields that were currently in row crops. The 
fields were successfully planted in October with winter rye and 
were showing signs of growth by November.  

The purpose of planting cover crops is to support one or more of 
the following purposes: reduce erosion from wind and water, 
maintain or increase soil health and organic matter, reduce water 
quality degradation by utilizing  excessive soil nutrients, sup-
press excessive weed pressures and break pest cycles, improve 
soil moisture use efficiency, and to minimize soil compaction. 

There is potential for funding in 2019.  If you are interested in 
participating call our office and we will add you the call list if 
funding becomes available. Priority will be given to produces that have not previously participated in the cover crop program with us 
before. 

 AGRICULTURE 

 EDUCATION 

Summer Internship 

Each year the District hires a summer intern to assist the staff with fieldwork 

relating to our programs.  In 2018, the district hired Katelyn Murphy, an Envi-

ronmental Engineering student at Clarkson University.  Summer interns learn the 

principles and practices of natural resource conservation on private and public 

lands while assisting the staff and working with a variety of people from the ag-

ricultural community, schools, local government and private landowners.  The 

focus of the internship is on the monitoring of wetland easements—organizing, 

scheduling, record keeping and onsite evaluations.  Other duties include but are 

not limited to: education and outreach programs such as the St. Lawrence County 

Fair and Conservation Field Days, supporting the Agricultural Environmental 

Management Program by collecting and completing data and creating maps in 

ArcGIS and field work such as soil sampling and stream crossing assessments.  

If you are interested in becoming an intern for the summer of 2019 and would 

like information on how to apply, be sure to check our office in the spring by 

calling the office at 315-386-3582 or visiting our website at www.slcswcd.org 



Conservation Field Days 

SLC SWCD’s Forester Matt Brown and Tech Cheynne 

Youngs presented the topic of Invasive Species at the annual 

Conservation Field Days at the Indian Creek Nature Center in 

Rensselaer Falls, NY.   With educational activities, students 

learned how invasive species can outcompete native species, 

the effects, and possible solutions.  Teachers and Chaperones 

were also supplied with reference materials for distribution to 

the students that shows how to identify invasive species in 

our area, ways to reduce the spread and where to report inva-

sive species sightings. 
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     Earth Day 

SLC SWCD’s Forester Matt 

Brown and Tech Cheynne 

Youngs met with 20 CCE after 

school participants at the CCE’s 

Learning Farm.  Students were 

all provided with tree ID coloring 

pages and trees to take home and 

plant.  

Envirothon 

        Arbor Day 

SLC SWCD partnered with CCE of 

SLC to provide tree seedlings to stu-

dents in the CCE  Educational Ex-

tended School Day Program.  Stu-

dents were given a lesson on planting 

the trees, they were then each given a 

paper birch and a white cedar seed-

ling to take home with them to plant. 

St. Lawrence, Franklin, Essex and Clinton Counties make 

up the North Adirondack Regional Envirothon.  High 

school students from these counties come together at the 

beginning of May to compete in the event focusing on 

Wildlife, Aquatics, Soils, Forestry, and current environ-

mental issues. The top Team for each county goes on to 

compete against other teams in the NYS Envirothon.               

Pictured above is the 2018 St. Lawrence County winning 

team. 



Agricultural Environmental 

Management 

AEM is a voluntary, incentive-based program that 

helps farmers operate environmentally sound and eco-

nomically viable businesses. The primary goal is to 

protect and enhance the environment while maintain-

ing the viability of agriculture in New York. 

This program supports agriculture of all types and 

sizes such as dairy, beef, sheep, fruit and vegetable, 

forestry, green houses, pastures, hay fields, vineyards 

and more. 

All information collected for this program is confidential, 

state law protects the confidentiality of AEM plans, on-farm     

surveys, and assessments. 

 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

How does it help? 

Having an initial assessment done helps you  to:  

• Document your current practices and stewardship activi-

ties and the benefits your farm provides to your commu-

nity 

• Assess vulnerable areas of the farm that may present en-

vironmental risks 

• Understand and comply with existing and future environ-

mental regulations 

• Determine if your water supply or neighboring wells are at risk 

for contamination 

• Acquire information for long-term business planning and better 

positioning in the marketplace 

• Consider conservation practices that could save you money when 

implemented 

• Qualify your farm for state and federal cost-share programs  to 

address high-risk issues. These can include: 

• NYS Agricultural Non-Point Source grant,  

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program,  

• Conservation Reserve Program,  

• NYS Energy, Research and Development Authority 

Grants 

  

Benefits to Farmers and the Environment 

      AEM helps you to:  

• Manage manure and fertilizer nutrients 

• Manage barnyard runoff and process wastewater 

• Conserve soil 

• Protect drinking water 

• Improve neighbor and community relations 

• Promote the economic and environmental benefits of 

farmland to the community 

AEM in Action 

Common conservation and best management prac-

tices planned to address resource concerns include 

but are not limited to:  

• Barnyard Water Management Systems 

• Nutrient Management Planning  

• Waste Storage Facilities 

• Prescribed Grazing 

• Soil Management and Erosion Control 

• Stream Corridor and Floodplain Management 

Getting Started 

The first step is to call our office and set up a free, confi-

dential risk assessment.   

This will start with a questionnaire to identify current ac-

tivities, future plans and potential environmental concerns.  

An onsite risk assessment can then be conducted to docu-

ment current environmental stewardship while identifying  

and prioritizing environmental concerns. 



Annual Fall Fish Sales 

Our annual fall fish sale was held for area residents, fish sold 

this fall included largemouth bass, brook trout, rainbow trout, 

catfish and fathead minnows.  In 2018 there were 5,760 total 

fish sold. 

Final order dates are usually in late September with a pick-up 

date in early October so be sure to call our office or check out 

our website in late summer and early fall for the 2019 order 

dates and species availability. 

       St. Lawrence County Fair 

Agricultural Value Assessments - Possible Tax Reductions! 

The St. Lawrence County SWCD is accepting applications for the agricultural value assessment program.  If you own or rent land 

that is used for agricultural purposes, you may qualify for an agricultural assessment.  This program generates a report based on the 

productivity of the soil types on your property.  Your tax assessor then uses the information to determine whether you qualify for a 

reduction in property taxes.  It’s important to remember that only land used in agricultural practices qualifies for the assessment and a 

reduction in taxes is not guaranteed.  Talk to your assessor to determine whether you qualify for an assessment.   

Applications for the program are due to your assessor by March 1st.  It may take the Soil and Water Conservation District some time 

to do the necessary paperwork, so please start the process early.  There is a fee of $30 for each tax parcel and a late fee of $10 for 

each parcel submitted after February 15th.   

If you are already enrolled in the program, make sure to fill out your annual renewal form if nothing has changed.  You can find the 

renewal form at tax.ny.gov to print or stop by our office for a copy. 

 

Septic Repair and Replacement Grant 

The State Septic System Replacement Fund is available to replace septic systems that are causing environmental and/or public health 

impacts. Funds are available to reimburse property owners up to 50% of eligible costs up to $10,000. If your property is located in a 

priority area, you may be eligible for the funds.  If you are interested in participating please contact the St. Lawrence County Plan-

ning Office at 315-379-2292 or email dhenophy@stlawco.org 

Additional information can be found at https://www.efc.ny.gov/septicreplacement 

 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

Staff brought two fun activities to the 2018 St. Lawrence 

County fair. The first day was sand-art jars (left) where 

they could layer sand representing layers of soil.  The 

second day kids made and played with kinetic sand 

(right), some making several batches of different colored 

kinetic sand! 

Annual Spring Tree Sale 

Each year we sell thousands of bare root stock trees and shrubs 

to residents to use for conservation purposes on their lands. 

There are also tree protectors, fertilizer tablets, and tree planta-

tion signs for purchase. The program is run in the spring each 

year and a variety of species are offered.  In 2018 we sold over 

5,760 trees! 

Stop by the office or visit our website for a copy of this year’s 

order form.  Order deadline is March 01, 2019.  

Quantities are limited and sold on a first come first serve basis 

so we recommend submitting your order early. 



Tree Planting and Care Workshop 

 

In partnership with Cornell Cooperative Extension, The Canton Tree Com-

mittee, The Village of Canton Department of Public Works, and the St. Law-

rence County Emerald Ash Borer Task Force, a tree planting workshop took 

place at the Village of Canton’s Bend in the River Park this past October. 

This public workshop, led by Paul Hetzler, Horticulture & Natural Resources 

Educator with Cornell Cooperative Extension focused on proper tree selec-

tion, planting techniques, and how to maintain and care for trees into the fu-

ture.  

This tree planting event arose from concern that the ash trees within the park 

would be lost to the invasive beetle, the Emerald Ash Borer and would need 

to be replaced. With the help of community volunteers, eighteen new trees 

were planted to replace some of the ash trees within the park. These trees will 

play a very important role in increasing storm water runoff capacity, climate 

resiliency, wildlife habitat, biodiversity and aesthetics for the park.  

In addition to the new trees, 200 live stakes consisting of Red Osier Dog-

wood, Pussy Willow, Arrowwood, and Silky Dogwood were also established 
along the riverbank at the park to help protect against erosion and stabilize 

the surrounding soils.  
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Emerald Ash Borer Update 

 

The Invasive Beetle, the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has now been detected in St. Law-

rence County in the villages of Hammond and Massena. These findings are a result of 

the combined efforts of the St. Lawrence County EAB Taskforce, the NYS DEC Divi-

sion of Forest Health and Protection, and National Grid through detection methods 

utilizing green funnel traps and sentinel trees placed across the county. With its pres-

ence in St. Lawrence County, woodlot owners, homeowners, and municipalities alike 

will need to plan and prepare for the destructive force this forest pest presents.  

EAB infested ash trees quickly decline within 2 to 4 years and lose almost all of their 

structural integrity, making them very likely to fall/collapse which makes them ex-

tremely hazardous. In many cases, this creates overwhelming costs and liability issues 

for many homeowners and municipalities in a very short period of time. Planning 

ahead is critical, conducting tree inventories, surveying for EAB, budgeting for tree 

removals, insecticide treatments, and replacement plantings all factor into management 

strategies for EAB.         

St. Lawrence County residents and municipalities are encouraged to reach out to the St. 

Lawrence County Soil and Water Conservation District for guidance on preparing for 
EAB and the resources that are available. Please contact Aaron Barrigar at (315)386-

3582 for more information.  



Staff Changes 

Aaron Barrigar was hired as the District Forester in August 2018.  He graduated from SUNY ESF Ranger School with an A.A.S. in 

Environmental Technology and  SUNY ESF with a BS in Forest Resource Management 

Jevonnah Foster was hired as the District Technician in August 2018. She graduated from SUNY Morrisville with an A.A.S. in Nat-

ural Resources Conservation, a B.S. from SUNY ESF in Wildlife Science and an M.S. from Western Illinois University in Recrea-

tion, Parks, and Tourism Administration.  

Board of Directors Member Changes 

Our board will be seeing three new members this year, two from the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators and one from the 

Farm Bureau.  We would like to thank Chad Colbert, Greg Paquin, and Ben Stauffer for their years of service and dedication to our 

board! 

Like us on Facebook 

This summer staff created a Facebook page for the St. Lawrence County Soil and Water Conservation District! 

Like our page to keep up to date with upcoming events, workshops, and information. 
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  Conservation on the ground…. 

New State Conservationist for the NRCS New York 

Blake Glover, New York State Conservationist is originally from the Show Me State (Missouri).  Blake started with the agency in 
Missouri as a COOP Student in 1999 and started with the agency fulltime as a Soil Conservationist 2001 in the Bowling Green 
Field Office.  In 2008, he was selected for the Area Program Manager in Flagstaff, Arizona.  

Blake has completed many acting details in Arizona, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Montana, Acting Arizona State Conservationist, 
and most recently Acting New Mexico State Conservationist in 2018.  In 2011, he became the Area Conservationist for Southern 
New Mexico where he currently lives with his wife Olga and their three wonderful children, Kristian, Julia, and Kole.   

Blake and his family are looking forward to moving to New York and being a part of the NY NRCS Team beginning on January 
20th, 2019! 


