
dangerous to the students 
who ride school buses 
throughout the entire school 
year.   Last year’s Operation 
Safe Stop statewide 
enforcement yielded an 
increase in the number of 
summonses. During the one-
day event there were 1,697 
tickets issued for passing 
stopped school buses, and 
an additional 1930 tickets for 
other traffic violations.   

 
Although buses are generally 
a safe mode of transport- 
ation, the greatest risk to 
children is when they are 
boarding or exiting the school 
bus.  Every day, an 

estimated 50,000 school 
buses are passed 
illegally by New York 
drivers.  In the past 
school year, seven 
students across the 
nation were killed by 
other vehicles while the 

Every year, New York 
State school, enforcement 
and safety partners mark 
“Operation Safe Stop.”  
This program is a law 
enforcement and education 
initiative addressing the 
problem of motorists who 
illegally pass stopped 
school buses.   
 
Our local school districts 
will be out for school 
vacations on April 15, 
2010, the designated “Safe 
Stop” day, but our county 
will continue efforts to 
educate the motorists that 
passing a stopped school 
bus is both illegal and 

students were 
approaching or leaving 
the school bus.   

 
 Every school bus has 
‘blind spots” that extend 
about 15 feet in front and 
along each side.  Children 
are taught to stay back  
from the bus so that the 
driver can see them.  
That’s why motorists who 
are approaching a bus 
with yellow or red lights 
flashing should keep back 
at least 25 feet so that 
they don’t encroach on this 
important safety zone, and 
never try to pass a bus on 
the right side.  
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 THE LAW SAYS: 
 It is illegal - and very dangerous - to pass a stopped school bus when the large red 

lights located on top of the bus are flashing.  Flashing lights mean the bus is picking   
up or discharging students. 

 You must stop whether you are approaching the school bus from the front or overtaking it from the rear. 
 You must always stop for flashing red lights, even on divided and multilane highways and on school 

 grounds. 
 The first-time fine for illegally passing a school bus is a $250 to $400 fine, 5 points on your license,  

 and/or possibly 30 days in jail. 
Worse yet, the memory of hitting or killing a child may be one you carry for the rest of your life!  

REMEMBER: 

      mean the bus is going to stop.  Slow down! 

                mean students are getting on or off the bus.   

New York State Laws  



2008 DMV crashes, the period from 3 
PM to 9 PM had the highest number of 
reported bike and pedestrian collisions 
across the 24-hour span.   
 
Night isn’t the only time that it is      
difficult for motorists to spot bicyclists 
and pedestrians.  Cloud cover, rain, 
and other weather conditions can    
reduce the driver’s ability to discern 
objects and people nearby.  After a 
crash drivers often report that they 
“didn’t even see” the victim until it was 
too late to stop.  Even at village 
speeds of 30 mph, it takes an alert 
driver 3.3 seconds and 106 feet to 
come to a stop, according to New York 
State Police speed information.   
 
While wearing light colors and using        
reflectors won’t guarantee that drivers 
will spot you, it is one more tool to help 
vulnerable road users.  It’s smart to 
use lights—and encourage your      
children to use their bike lights—     
during all types of low light conditions.   
At night it’s the law!   

Rights-of-Way for Dr ivers and  Pedestr ians 
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Bikes aren’t “toys,” and when ridden 
on public streets and roads, they  
are considered vehicles in New 
York State.  Even before children 
are allowed to ride in the road, both 
the parents and children should 
learn the laws that apply to bikes.  
In fact, New York State law requires 
that parents should not “knowingly    
permit” their child to operate a    
bicycle in violation of any of these 
laws.    
 
One of the most frequently          
disregarded laws is the requirement 
to use proper lights when riding at 
night.  This is defined as the period 
from “one-half hour after sunset to 
one-half hour before sunrise.”  The    
bicyclist should have a white light 
on the front that is visible for a    
distance of 500 feet.  In addition, 
the cyclist is supposed to have a 
light that is visible for 300 feet on 
the rear of the bike. Either the front 
or rear lamp must also be visible for 
200 feet from each side.  These 

lights are in addition to the reflectors 
that should face every direction on the 
bike.   
 
Until recently, the rear light was       
required to be red, but in 2009 the 
state also allowed use of amber lights 
for the rear of the bike.  This change 
was made after automotive studies 
showed that amber signal lights were 
even more effective than red turn   
signals in preventing crashes.   
 
Many parents don’t allow their young 
children to ride in the dark of night.  

However, as the 
weather           
improves, older 
children may be 
out at dawn or 
dusk for school or 
recreational    

activities.  The long shadows during 
these hours make it harder for the 
driver to distinguish and react to    
pedestrians and cyclists on the      
periphery of the road.  According to 

 
 Bicycles must obey the same traffic laws as motor vehicles.  This includes stopping at stop signs 
 and lights, obeying signs and pavement markings, signaling turns, and giving pedestrians the 
 right-of-way at corners and crosswalks.   

 The bicyclists and skaters who break the law are subject to traffic tickets.  Parents are responsible 
 for the violations committed by their children who are less than the age of 18. 

 New York State law requires that bicyclists and in-line skaters 14 years old or younger wear bicycle safety helmets. 
 The parents or guardians of children who break the helmet laws can pay a fine of up to $50. 

 If there is a usable bicycle or in-line skating lane, the bicyclist and in-line skater must use it.  If there is no usable  
 lane, the bicyclist or in-line skater should use the right shoulder or the right edge or curb of the roadway.   

 When making a turn, riders or gliders may use the same through or turning lanes as motorists. 

 Bikes and skaters should ride or glide in the same direction as traffic.  Only pedestrians are       
 supposed to ‘face traffic’ when walking at the edge of the road.   

 Bicyclists or in-line skaters can travel side-by-side on the road, but must ride in single-file    
 when other vehicles need to pass.    

 More bike, pedestrian, and skating information and link to NYS laws can be found at                        
 http://www.safeny.com/bike-ndx.htm.   

 Parents should check local ordinances for possible restrictions on sidewalk biking or skating, 
 helmet requirements, or other local laws.    

Bike Light Law Updated 
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Other New York State Traffic Laws for Cyclists and In-line Skaters 


