
communities across the 
United States to remind 
parents “Don’t be a party to 
underage drinking.”   
     Between prom, graduation, 
and the end of school, 
parents can be tempted to 
host celebrations where 
alcohol is served to their 
teen’s underage friends with 
the mistaken belief that it is a 
safer option for their kids to 
drink at home than to drink 
somewhere else.  What these 
parents may not know is that 
adults who host or allow 
underage drinking parties in 
their homes are exposing 
themselves to possible civil 
and criminal liability.   
    Adolescent drinking can 
have adverse health effects, 
especially to the adolescent’s 
developing brain.  According 
to the American Medical 
Association, young people are 
proving to be more 
susceptible than adults to 
alcohol’s effects.  Short-term 
or moderate drinking impairs 
learning and memory far more 
in youth than adults.  This 
damage may be long-term 
and permanent.    
     Alcohol intoxication is 
linked to many kinds of injury-
related deaths, including 
about a half of all teen 
drowning deaths and a 
quarter of impaired driving 
fatalities. The crash risk for 

teens who have been 
drinking is higher than 
that of older drivers.  At all 
levels of blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC), the 
risk of involvement in a 
motor vehicle crash is 
greater for teens than for 
older drivers.  Last year in 
St. Lawrence County, 
about 12% of impaired 
driving arrests were 
drivers who were below 
the legal drinking age.    
     Most of all, parents are 
ethically responsible to 
provide a good example 
for their children.  Parents 
should not be sending the 
message that you can 
choose which laws to 
break.  Instead, parents 
should be clear that 
underage drinking is not 
allowed.   

     Parents Alert!  In the 
coming weeks, you will  
start to notice web banners, 
billboards, posters and 
handouts reminding you 
that Parents Who Host 
Lose The Most.™ This 
program, developed by the 
Drug-Free Action Alliance, 
provides information about 
some of the risks of 
underage drinking, and the 
legal ramifications for adults 
who plan to host a party 
where alcohol is served to 

their teen’s underage 
friends.   
     The St. Lawrence 
County Traffic Safety 
Program, along with Safe 
Schools, Healthy Students, 
Communities That Care, 
New York State Office of 
Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Services, and the St. 
Lawrence County District 
Attorney have joined with 

     Parents who want to 
know more about the risks 
of teen drinking, laws 
related to underage 
alcohol use and impaired 
driving, tips for better 
communication, and 
strategies for underage 
drinking prevention should 
visit the web site listed 
below, or contact the 
Traffic Safety Program at 
315-379-2306 or           
315-386-2207.   

 Funded by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration with a grant from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee 

Parents Who Host Lose the Most: Don’t be a Party to Teenage Drinking™ 

Volume  5 Issue 3 Late Winter – Early 
Spring 2008 

 80 State Highway 310, Suite 1, Canton NY 13617-1493 
            Phone: 315-379-2306: E-mail: mdavison@co.st-lawrence.ny.us 

Traffic Safety News 
Saint  Lawrence  County  Traff ic  Safety  Program 

The St. Lawrence County  
Parents Who Host Lose the Most® Web Site can be found at  

http://www.slcsafeschools.org/slctrafficsafety/ 



Rights-of-Way for Drivers and Pe destrians 

PAGE  2 TRAFFIC SAFETY NEWS VOLUME  5 ISSUE 3 

As spring approaches, we look 
forward to spending more time 
walking and running outdoors.  
While being active is a wonderful 
way to stay healthy, it’s important 
for both pedestrians and motorists 
to be aware of the rules regarding 
traffic rights-of-way.  The 
following is a summary of 
information found on the 
Governor’s Traffic Safety 
Committee website.  Both drivers 
and pedestrians have a 
responsibility to be safe no matter 
who has the the lawful right-of-
way.  For more information, 
including direct links to the 
applicable sections of the Vehicle 
and Traffic Law, visit the GTSC  
web site at www.safeny.com. 
 
DRIVERS  
Drivers must yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians in crosswalks where 
there is no traffic control device or 
officer.  This is true for both marked 
and unmarked crosswalks.   
Every driver approaching an       
intersection or crosswalk must yield 
the right-of-way to a pedestrian  
accompanied by a guide dog or a 

cane.  Whenever any vehicle is 
stopped at a marked crosswalk or at 
any unmarked crosswalk at an     
intersection to permit a pedestrian to 
cross the roadway, other drivers   
approaching should not attempt to 
overtake and/or pass the stopped 
vehicle.  
The driver of a vehicle, when       
entering or exiting from an alleyway,  
building, private road or driveway 
must yield the right-of-way to any 
pedestrian on a sidewalk.    
Regardless of the right-of-way, the 
driver is required by law to take great 
care to avoid hitting pedestrians.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bicyclists are required to follow the 
same laws and rules of the road as 
motorists. 
 
PEDESTRIANS  
If there aren't any crosswalks, signs 
or signals, the pedestrian must yield 
the right-of-way to all vehicles.  
In addition, the law clearly states that 
“No pedestrian shall suddenly leave 
a curb or other place of safety and 
walk or run into the path of a vehicle 
which is so close that it is impractical 
for the driver to yield.” 
 
Pedestrians are required to use  
sidewalks where they are provided 
and safe to use.   
When sidewalks are not provided, a 
pedestrian is required to walk on the 
left side of the roadway facing traffic.  
Upon the approach of any vehicle 
from the opposite direction, the    
pedestrian is obliged to move as far 
to the left as possible.  
Pedestrians must obey traffic control 
signals, signs and pavement     
markings when they are crossing a 
street.   
Pedestrians are not allowed on    
expressways or interstate highways. 

Consumer Product Safety Alert                                     
Wear Bike Helmets On Bicycles -- Not on Playgrounds  

From the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207  

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) warns that children 
should not wear bike helmets when playing, especially on playground    
equipment.  CPSC has reports of two strangulation deaths to children when 
their bike helmets became stuck in openings on playground equipment,    
resulting in hanging.  CPSC also has reports of four cases where no injury  
occurred.  In two of these cases the children were climbing trees, and in 
the other two cases the children were on playground equipment.  
 
Children should always wear helmets while riding their bikes.  But when a 
child gets off the bike, take off the helmet.  There is a "hidden hazard" of 
strangulation if a child wears a helmet while playing on playground       
equipment.  
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